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It is a matter of peculiar satisfaction to me
that the honour which has come to me of
being asked to deliver the Herbert Spencer
lecture before the University of Oxford
should afford me the opportunity of
speaking to you upon the subject which I
have chosen for this address It is not
simply that it is a subject which Ues very
close to my mind and to my own work.
Qne of the principal objects aimed at in this
lecture will be to set out, within the brief
hmits allowed, reasons for conceiving the
time in which we are hving as the
beginning of a period of development and
reconstruction which must have unusual
results in the future), To do this it is
necessary to discuss the meaning of that
profoundly influential tendency which has
its roots deep in our history, and which is
known, particularly in this country and in
the United States, as I ndividualism. There
has been no more characteristic, consistent,
and devoted exponent of individualism in
its theoretical and scientific aspects than
Herbert Spencer. It is with this tendency,
and with its relations to the principles of
evolution, that his name is most closely
associated. If it is necessary for the purpose
I have in view to exhibit individualism not
as an end in itself, but as a preparation for
what is to come after, it will be, I trust, in
the true spirit of evolutionary knowledge,
and with an ever-present sense of the
essential greatness of the work which
Spencer has accomplished.(Typographical
errors above are due to OCR software and
dont occur in the book.)About the
Publisher Forgotten Books is a publisher of
historical writings, such as: Philosophy,
Classics, Science, Religion, History,
Folklore and Mythology.Forgotten Books
Classic Reprint Series utilizes the latest
technology to regenerate facsimiles of
historically important writings. Careful
attention has been made to accurately
preserve the original format of each page
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presumed following of the interests of a societal structure (an individualist need not be an egoist). Lindividuation
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