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This volume presents the findings of a
large-scale study of individual differences
in spoken (and heard) language
development during the school years. The
goal of the study was to investigate the
degree to which language abilities at school
entry were stable over time and influential
in the childs overall success in important
aspects of development. The methodology
was a longitudinal study of over 600
children in the US Midwest during a
10-year period. The language skills of
these children -- along with reading,
academic, and psychosocial outcomes --
were measured. There was intentional
oversampling of children with poor
language ability without being associated
with other developmental or sensory
disorders. Furthermore, these children
could be sub-grouped based on their
nonverbal abilities, such that one group
represents children with specific language
impairment (SLI), and the other group with
nonspecific language impairment (NLI)
represents poor language along with
depressed nonverbal abilities. Throughout
the book, the authors consider whether
these distinctions are supported by
evidence obtained in this study and which
aspects of development are impacted by
poor language ability. Data are provided
that allow conclusions to be made
regarding the level of risk associated with
different degrees of poor language and
whether this risk should be viewed as lying
on a continuum. The volume will appeal to
researchers and professionals with an
interest in childrens language development,
particularly those working with children
who have a range of language impairments.
This includes Speech and Language
Pathologists; Child Neuropsychologists;
Clinical Psychologists working in
Education, as well as Psycholinguists
andDevelopmental Psychologists.
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